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Strategic
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Being a leader in supporting the 
UK towards a low carbon and 
energy-secure future

Helping create thriving  
communities & supporting 
equality, economic growth 
& productivity

Taking a leading role in 
stewarding the UK’s natural 
environment and biodiversity

Responsibly generating value 
and financial returns for the 
country

Purpose Create lasting and shared prosperity for the nation

TC
E 

M
AR

IN
E

What we do Custodians of the marine environment, leading the sustainable development of the seabed 

Vision The most sustainable and attractive marine ecosystem in the world

Strategic 
priorities

Catalyse the UK towards a low carbon 
and energy secure future

Optimise broad value creation from the 
seabed

Deliver a thriving marine environment
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Our Marine strategy feeds into and helps deliver on The Crown Estate’s overarching strategic priorities. 



• We have just passed the 25 years since the UK commissioned its first offshore wind 
turbines off the coast of Blyth.

• The industry now employs 40,000 people and generates nearly one-fifth of the 
country’s total electricity.

• The UK’s offshore wind pipeline is helping the country move towards its clean power 
and energy security goals, create jobs and opportunities for growth across the 
country, and drive innovation.

• It is an industry which is of huge significance to the UK and to The Crown Estate, and 
one we are committed to building and supporting in the years to come. 

• Current international events will be affecting us all in different ways, but 
they highlight the importance of the UK's commitment to energy security.

• Despite these challenges, offshore wind has had a busy few months with successful 
milestones including; 25 years of Offshore Wind, a successful Allocation Round 7, 
publication of The Crown Estate's Nature Principles and the final Round 5 site 
entering into Agreement for Lease.

3

The importance 
of offshore wind



The Crown Estate has confirmed its intention to embark on Leasing 
Round 6 (LR6)  – a hugely significant moment for us and offshore 
wind. The key takeaways are:

• Leasing Round 6 is expected to get underway in first half of 2027. 

• It will have a likely scale of around 6GW, subject to alignment 
with the energy system, including NESO's Strategic Spatial 
Energy Planning process.

• Will be predominantly located off the coast of North East England.

• It will focus on some of UK’s remaining opportunities in with lower 
water depths and with access to established supply chains.

• It will result in significant opportunities to contribute to 
economic growth and in the creation of new on-
shore opportunities.

Leasing R ound 6
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SCA first round 2024

Focussed on developing facilities for 
manufacturing, logistics, recycling, 
training and O&M for Leasing Round 
5 4.5GW floating wind in Celtic Sea* 

~£4.5m funding allocated to 12 
projects, leveraging total 

development spend of ~£9m and 
potential capex investment of 

>£400m

SCA second round 2025 

~£13m funding allocated to 16 
projects with £250k to £1.5m per 
project, supporting UK-wide fixed 
and floating offshore wind supply 

chain and related port 
infrastructure**

Leveraging total development spend 
of ~£26.5m and potential capital 

investment of >£2.2bn 

The Crown Estate invested in the Celtic Sea Blueprint* and the offshore wind Industrial Growth Plan** as supporting evidence

SCA third round 2026 

Expected £15m with £250k to £2m 
per project, supporting UK-wide 
fixed and floating offshore wind 

supply chain and related port 
infrastructure**

Applications intended May/June 
2026 for award in Q4 2026

Register interest via SCA website 
now, for detail by end April

www.thecrownestate.co.uk/our-
business/marine/supply-chain-

accelerator-fund

https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/news/supply-chain-for-celtic-sea-floating-wind-farms-could-power-5-000-new-jobs
https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/news/offshore-wind-industry-unveils-industrial-growth-plan-to-create-jobs
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