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Simplified EIA Process

q ; Preliminary Environmental ; i ial
Screening Scoping PINS Licence Financia )
Report Statement examination Conditions Decision Build Out

Typically 4 years Typically 2 years

A number of initiatives across Gov/industry

Pre Consent surveys e.g. Round 5 in Celtic - birds, met ocean etc (TCE)

OW Evidence and change programme (OWEC) - TCE invested over £50m

Pathway to Growth (P2G) — OW Industry Council (OWIC)

Outcomes ; Project Speed; MSpri (Defra)

OW Environmental Standards (OWES) part of OW Environmental Improvement Package (OWEIP) - Defra
State of the Nation (MMO)

R&D on high risk issues E.g. UXO/deflagration (Defra+TCE); ECOWIND & ECOFLOW (UKRI +TCE),
ScotMER

Offshore Wind Evidence and Knowledge Hub (OWEKH) - TCE
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OWEKH Vision
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What 1s OWEKH?

il e The mission of OKWEH is to support the consenting process for
{ “ offshore wind projects by providing a sector-wide online portal
supporting a single point of access to data and information
including the

: / - | The portal and the governance associated with it will

—_— = - collectively connect stakeholders across the industry and
facilitate the assimilation of data and information into
knowledge tools ( ).

This coordinated approach will support impact assessments
and consenting decisions by providing consistent and clear
direction to

Our goal is to support sustained and accelerated
in generation of offshore wind energy.
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Who 1s involved? N, -

‘Impact Assessment Technical Topic Group (TTG) R
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Francesca

Downey Jon Rees
Secretariat CoP Lead
CoP Lead

Rufus
Howard
EN Champion

I The Crown Estate
B AtkinsRéalis
B Industry Champions (Greg Tomlinson (Total) & Juliet Shrimpton (RUK))

[ IATTG
I Oversight Group

[ 1 Oversight Group (Pending)
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Catriona Gall
Ian Reach (TBC)
IA TTG Chair(s)

IA TTG Members

o

DAERA Northern Ireland

Department : .
for Environment iculture, Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Natural Resources Wales

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru
“ Natural Resources Wales

Welsh Government

3

Llywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government

Planning Inspectorate

| 4% The Planning Inspectorate

Organisation

Scottish Government

<

° 3 Department for
iema ’ Energy Security
S o e o & Net Zero
Advisory
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Existing model of Impact Assessment (IA)
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Future of Offshore Wind Assessment?

pos

-
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R e o

Impact Assessment (Inc. HRA)
ll i.e. Ornithology & Marine Mammals

A =

Screening

Desk Based

Baseline Additional Baseline

Standard Mitigation & Management
Plans

Communities Marine Ecology

& Economy - Fish
- Socio-Eco - Shellfish
- Tourism & Rec - Benthic
Other Marine Users - Intertidal
- Shipping & - Water Sediment
Navigation - Physical Processes
Military & Aviation - Designated Sites
Visual & Seascape
Heritage & Arch.
Commercial
Fisheries
- Transport

Front Loaded
Scoping

OWEKH

Consultation

Adaptive
Monitoring
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Digital Landscape
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TCE — Digital Landscape
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OWEKH website - OWEKH.COM

farHome  [Ditopics  MUpload  [Dexernal Resources  ShAbout  Q Search ogin

OWEKH

Welcome to the Offshore Wind Evidence and
Knowledge Hub

Supporting offshore wind consenting through industry expert collaboration and consensus.

Filter

.

[T Tags v

.
e OWEK

support the cons g process for offshore wind projects by providing a sector-wide online portal

e point of access to data and information including the latest guidance and best practice

tal and the governance associated with it will collectively connect stakeholders across the

nt and clear direction to support rapid high-guality consenting. Our goal is to support sustained and

celerated sustainable growth in generation of offshore wind energy

out more

o ?, B ®
Upload Search Topics FAQs Terms of Use Tags
Click on this card to use our Looking to find data but don't If you're loaking for guidance on Do you have a question you Interested in understanding how Find out more about the tags we
upload forms to add active know where ta start? Head ta a specific topic, then click on this can't find the answer to or want OWKEH uses your information use to categorise information in

research, surveys or other

our search page to use our card to see the active Technical

to know something about

‘or what our common policy

OWEKH and how our tags map
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Which “Chapters”?
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Significant impacts pre/post mitigation

Impact significance (pre-mitigation)

® No Impact
B Negligible
u Minor
mNS

B ALARP

= Moderate

= Major

¥ Other

Impact significance (post-mitigation)

W No Impact
| Negligible
u Minor

B NS

B ALARP

= Moderate
= Major

= Other
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OWEKH — Evidence Notes

Issues that have been agreed (from Statements of Common Ground)

Issues that have not been resolved (Link to OWEER)

Standard Written Schemes of Investigation (including links between chapter e.g. Heritage and
Benthic ecology)

Standard Mitigation options

Standard Monitoring conditions (but keeping aware of adaptive monitoring)

AN

AN

Will have “sunset” clause to ensure regularly reviewed
Direct method to uptake with latest research findings before being submit to OG etc
Have a DOI to make them easily referenceable

AN
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OWEKH - Building momentum

1.
2.
3.

A NANIRN

AN

(divide chapters into three priorities)
Identify topics of negligible concern
Identify topics with established standard mitigations that reliably reduce significant impacts
Identify topics with likelihood of significant adverse effects

EN will provide standardised and verified mitigation solutions
EN will provide standardised templates for conditions
EN will provide standardised monitoring for impacts during construction and operation

Reduce costs and programme for developers, regulators and stakeholders
Provide greater legal and scientific certainty for all stakeholders
Establish knowledge gaps to direct further research (alongside OWEER)
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First three EN proposals

Marine Archaeology & Cultural Heritage Shipping & Navigation

Impact significance (pre-mitigation)

H No Impact
M Negligible
u Minor

m NS

W ALARP

® Moderate
w Major

® Other

Seascape and Visual
Impact Assessment

Impact significance (pre-mitigation)

2% 0%

® No Impact
m Negligible
® Minor

m NS

= ALARP

u Moderate

= Major

= Other

Impact significance (post-mitigation)

4% 3% 0%

4% B No Impact

B Negligible
u Minor

E NS

B ALARP

= Moderate
" Major

m Other

Impact significance (pre-mitigation)

2% 4%

B No Impact
H Negligible
m Minor

H NS

u Moderate

m Major

Impact significance (post-mitigation)

o% 1%
1%

| No Impact
B Negligible
u Minor

m NS

W ALARP

™ Moderate
= Major

B Other

Impact significance (post-mitigation)

B No Impact
u Negligible
u Minor

E NS

® Moderate

= Major
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Next Steps
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OWEKH Summary

Use Evidence notes to scope based on over 50 windfarms (IEP)
Introduction of “scoping down” as a valid option

Standard “written schemes of investigation”

Use of standard mitigation options

Use of adaptive management

AN NI N NN

Faster and focussed timelines for developers
Emphasis on significant impacts for consultants
NOT reducing environmental protection

SNCB advice is “without prejudice”

Cost effective review by SNCBs and regulators

AN NI N NN

Move to a digital and more proportionate EIA
Avoiding defensive drafting of EIAs
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OWEKH Summary

Thank you

Questions?

Email : Jon.Rees@thecrownestate.co.uk
Mobile: 07476 206724

P.s. Looking for volunteers to be on TTGs
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