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THE PISCATORIAL ATlAST _

THE PISCATORIAL ATLAS (1883)

Native oysters once formed vast reefs
along the coastlines of Europe, forming a
dominant ecological feature of our coastal
marine habitat.

The Piscatorial Atlas of 1883 portrays the
known distribution of native oyster reefs
around the coast of the UK, English
Channel and the North Sea, illustrating just
how widespread this habitat was.

The significant decline of native oyster
populations across Europe has highlighted
that active intervention is required for the
recovery of this species from the brink of
extinction.




Ecosystem Services Provided by Ostrea Edulis

INCREASED WATER CLARITY INCREASED FISH INCREASED OYSTER CULTURAL VALUE IMPROVED WATER
Can benefit recovery of PRODUCTION POPULATIONS Have previously QUALITY
seagrass and other coastal Provides a suitable Provides a spill formed the heart of Removes pollutants
aquatic plants feeding and nursery over effect to local coastal communities from the water column
grounds for fish oyster fisheries
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ENHANCEMENT - STABILISATION OF
Form a complex SEDIMENTS
Regulating services structure that provides Reduces the resuspension
shelter and food for a DENITRIFICATION of fine sediment,
Cultural services diversity of species Removes excess nutrients improving water clarity

BIODIVERSITY
. Provisioning services

From: European Native Oyster Restoration Handbook




Beneficiaries of Native Oyster Restoration

LOCAL ECONOMY
Local industry and
businesses thriving from
tourism, encouraged by
improved water quality

COASTAL COMMUNITIES
Increased wellbeing from
healthy marine
environment. Educational
and outreach opportunities
created via projects

RECREATIONAL
FISHERS
Increased catches
per trip

NATURE LOVERS
Through increased
biodiversity
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COMMERCIAL FISHERS
Increased commercial
oyster and fish catch

From: European Native Oyster Restoration Handbook

Encouraged by improved

MARITIME INDUSTRY

SWIMMERS AND
HOLIDAY MAKERS

water quality
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Marine Protected Areas

O Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
within 12nm

Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)
within 12nm

Oyster Reef Restoration Potential Areas

Areas in SACs

@ Areas in MCZs

. Areas outside of SACs and MCZs

From: European Native Oyster Restoration Handbook
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OUR
LOCATION
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CONDUCT
FEASIBILITY
STUDY

1) Establish

if ecosystem
restoration

is possible,

2) Understand the

CONDUCT
BASELINE
SURVEYS

Identify site
suitability, and for

design & planning.

- Allow 12 months
start to finish.

PLAN PROJECT
ENGAGEMENT &
COMMUNICATION

See Chapter 5.

APPLY FOR
PERMISSIONS
& LICENSING

- Allow 12 months,

6 month minimum.

See Chapter 2.

STORE AND
WEATHER
CULTCH

(if part of
restoration plan).

- Allow a
minimum of
12 months.

DEPLOY
CULTCH

Best time:
May/June.

Min 2 weeks
before peak
spawning to
allow biofilm

local reference
ecosystem,

3) Understand who
should be involved
in the project.

See Chapter 2.

formation
See Chapter 3.

See Chapter 2 & 4. See Chapter 3.
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Phase 1: Phase 2: Phase 3: Phase 4:
Feasibility & Project Pre-restoration Start
pre-project design tasks restoration
planning

cos ...e e

ENGAGE WITH SET
STAKEHOLDERS RESTORATION
& PARTNERS GOALS &

See Chapter 2 & 5. OBJECTIVES
See Chapter 2.

DESIGN
RESTORATION
PLAN AND
MONITORING
PROTOCOLS

See Chapter 3.

CREATE
BIOSECURITY
PROTOCOL

See Chapter 4.

SOURCE OYSTERS
AND/OR
SUBSTRATE

AND PRE-ORDER | tima before

The size of oysters spawning
you will be using inJuly

will impact the (May/June).
lead time required. See Chapter 3.
- Allow 12 months
lead time.

OYSTER
DEPLOYMENT

Early summer

ONGOING
MONITORING

Monitoring
Handbook in
publication.
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From: European Native Oyster Restoration Handbook
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